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DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE

The emergence of agriculture was the most 
important development of the Neolithic Age. 
Early man turned into a Food Producer from a 
Food Gatherer. Agriculture led to a settled life. 
Man moved into larger settlements. He cultivated 

He did not have to move from place to place in 
search of food. He started living in huts made of 
dried leaves and mud.

BC.

3
The First Farmers and Herders

reaping

 Mehrgarh in Pakistan.

 Koldihwa and Mahagara in Uttar Pradesh.

 Gulkral and Burzahom in Kashmir.

 Hallur and Paiyampalli in Andhra Pradesh.

DOMESTICATION OF ANIMALS

sheep provid
The domestication of animals gave rise to 

pastoralism. But what is pastoralism?
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Pastoralism is a form of farming in which 

move in herds in search of fresh pastures and 
water.

Did you know?

 Domestication is a name given to a process 
in which people grow plants and look after 
animals.

 In domestication a selection of plants and 

selected plants so that they could have new 

selected from the wild animals.

POTTERY

also developed the art of storing food. He needed 
vessels for it.

Neolithic man needed vessels to store food 
grains and water. He learned to make clay 

and faster.

INVENTION OF THE WHEEL

One of the major achievements of the Neolithic 
period was the invention of the wheel. The potter’s 

and sizes. The use of wheels made transportation 
easier and faster. The invention of wheel led to 

Man could now move heavy loads easily and go 
from one place to another faster. Invention of wheel 
led to invention of spindle whorls for weaving 
cloth of wool and cotton. Various types of pottery 

march of civilisation.
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NEOLITHIC TOOLS

Tools of the Neolithic Period included 

hoes and ground tools like the mortar and pestles.

were used for grinding grains and other 



24

LIFE OF THE PEOPLE – TRIBES

Early man moved in groups to protect himself 

the work. They also got time to take part in 

in small settlements for two to three generations. 

They are usually related to each other.

most of the agricultural work. They prepared 

Both men and women looked after the animals. 

They cleaned and milked them.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE

India was Burzahom in Kashmir. Unlike our 

people dug pits into the ground with the help 

of stone tools. The pits were narrow at the top 

pits was the only way to keep themselves safe 

and warm from wild animals and cold. But 

how do we know if these men actually lived 

in these pits?

(chulhas
their food. A stone used for grinding corn was 
also found in one of them.

Panzgom and Brah.

NEOLITHIC BURIALS

dead men were smeared with red ochre.

NEOLITHIC PAINTINGS

Findings at Various Neolithic Sites in India

Neolithic Site Location Remains of Bones Remains of Grains

Mahagara Uttar Pradesh Marks of cattle hoof Rice

Kaldihwa Uttar Pradesh Bone fragments of animals Rice

Chirand Bihar

Mehrgarh Pakistan

Burzahom Kashmir valley

Gufkral Kashmir valley —

Hallur Andhra Pradesh Millets

Paiyampalli Andhra Pradesh
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in Burzahom shows a hunting scene. It depicts 

CHALCOLITHIC AGE

BC BC is 

referred to as the Chalcolithic Age. The word is 
derived from Greek word Chalcos

‘Copper Age’ period. During the Chalcolithic 

copper and stone. Copper 
tools were stronger than 
stone and man could cut 
down crops and trees 
faster.

Case Study – 1
Mehrgarh

Case Study – 2
The North-East

Points to Remember
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Glossary

CHALCOLITHIC PERIOD :

NEOLITHIC PERIOD :

PASTORALISM :

PIT DWELLINGS :
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Life Skills


